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INTRODUCTION  
The idea of being able to enter and display an astrology chart anywhere, anytime 

using a Pocket PC was the primary reason Astracadabra was created. With such a 

program, you can explore astrology and cast charts on trains, buses, óplanes and even 

while you are in your car. You can easily slip your Pocket PC from out of your 

pocket or bag and do your astrology while at lunch or dinner with friends. Being able 

to quickly research something astrological using the Pocket PC while out and about, 

is a real bonus. 

 

From the beginning, Astracadabra was designed to allow interaction with Solar Fire 

chart files so that you can instantly have access to all of your current charts already 

stored in Solar Fire. It was also decided that Astracadabraôs design should have a 

similar "look and feel" to that of Solar Fire so you would be comfortable in operating 

Astracadabra. While there are some similarities with Solar Fire there are also 

differences in the operation of Astracadabra due to the Pocket PC's smaller screen 

size and its functional differences with desktop and laptop computers.  

 

An early decision was taken to incorporate the Swiss Ephemeris into Astracadabra so 

that you can gain accuracy in calculations leading to consistent results with Solar Fire 

charts and listings. For the convenience of birthplace lookups, the full ACS PC Atlas 

was also chosen to be embedded in Astracadabra enabling you to make instant, 

accurate lookups of over 250,000 cities or towns while you are out and about with the 

Pocket PC.  

 

 

About Esoteric Technologies Pty. Ltd. 
Esoteric Technologies Pty Ltd is a company specialising in technology for the 

harnessing and beneficial use of esoteric knowledge. The company has developed all 

the astrological software packages ñSolar Fireò, ñSolar Mapsò, ñSolar Writerò, ñSolar 

Sparkò and ñSolar Fontò and others. In addition to the development of astrological 

software, it offers various astrological services, including chart printing and 

consultations. Esoteric Technologiesô directors are Stephanie Johnson and Neville 

Lang. 

 
 

About Pocket PCs 

Pocket PCs and the Microsoft Windows Mobile operating system 
In the handheld computer market, there are primarily two major lines of devices ï the 

Pocket PC and the Palm. These handheld computers are also known as PDAs ï 

Personal Digital Assistants. Like desktop computers where there are PCs and Apple 

Macs and their software is not compatible with each other, in handheld computers 

there is the Pocket PC and the Palm (or the earlier Palm Pilot) where the software 

between the two is also not compatible. However, there is a new model of the Palm 
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that actually runs the Windows Mobile operating system so things are changing here 

too. 

 

We are also seeing a convergence of Pocket PCs and mobile (cell) phones. These 

devices are called Pocket PC Phone Editions or simply Pocket PC Phones. These 

devices are primarily a Pocket PC with a built-in phone and Astracadabra can 

generally operate on these types of devices. There are also devices called 

ñSmartphonesò that are primarily a phone but have some Pocket PC functionality. At 

this time, Astracadabra is unable to operate on these types of devices due to their 

different layout of screens and their lack of a touch screen. 

 

The processors (CPUs) in Pocket PCs, are generally based on Intelôs ARM or XScale 

processors that run between 200Mz and 600Mhz depending on the model of Pocket 

PC. Besides Intel, there are also a number of other companies now producing XScale-

equivalent CPUs.  RAM memory is important on a Pocket PC since there is no hard 

disk, though this may change in future. The majority of Pocket PCs, at the moment, 

come equipped with 64Mb RAM though there are some newer models with 128Mb 

RAM. No doubt, the amount of RAM memory in Pocket PCs will increase over time. 

 

The Pocket PC comes loaded with a version of Microsoft Windows that is much 

smaller in size than Microsoftôs Windows XP as used in desktop and laptop 

computers. Microsoft Windows on these small devices is generally called Microsoft 

Windows CE. This smaller version of Windows is able to run on not only Pocket PCs 

but also on other forms of devices like Barcode Scanners and the latest SmartPhones. 

The current version of Windows that operates on the latest Pocket PC is called 

Windows Mobile 5.0. As a matter of interest, the previous versions of the Windows 

Mobile operating system were called Windows Mobile 2003, Windows Mobile 2003 

Second Edition and the earlier Pocket PC 2002 operating system. 

 

Due to the design of the Pocket PC and of the Windows Mobile operating system, 

another good feature is that whenever the Pocket PC is powered on, instant access to 

Windows is obtained ï there is no boot-up time delay, and you are always returned to 

the last screen that you were on when you last turned the Pocket PC off. 

 

Generally, Pocket PCs come equipped with a touch screen and stylus (pointer) 

instead of a keyboard or mouse for data entry. There is a ñsoftò keyboard that you can 

tap on to enter information, however, you can also ñhand writeò your entries using 

the other options of Block Recognizer, Letter Recognizer or Transcriber. Letter 

Recognizer allows you to quickly enter information by the natural writing of each 

letter once you get used to the stroke of each letter. Block Recognizer is the 

equivalent of the ñGraffitiò system used in Palm handheld computers. If you have a 

requirement to enter a lot of text in the Pocket PC such as in creating Word 

documents or long emails then there are fold-up full-size keyboards available that can 

be connected to a Pocket PC either via direct cable or infrared wireless. 
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Terminology 
Tap and Tap and Hold 

Because the Pocket PC does not use a mouse but use a stylus instead, you will find 

that the term ñtapò is used to indicate that you must tap on something on the screen, 

for example, a button. There is also another term that is used and that is ñtap and 

holdò. This means that once you tap a particular object you keep the stylus down for a 

few seconds and, usually, if the program allows it, a menu will pop up enabling you 

to do other things. ñTap and holdò is somewhat equivalent to the right-click feature 

on a mouse. 

 

Today screen ï On a Pocket PC, the Today screen is the main screen where you see 

the Start button and the Windows background picture. On a desktop or laptop 

computer, the main screen is called the Windows Desktop. 

 

TaskBar ï On a Pocket PC, the TaskBar is at the top of the screen and is the bar that 

contains the Start button, the window title, the notification area and the ñokò or ñxò 

button.  

 

MenuBar ï On a Pocket PC, the MenuBar is located at the bottom of the screen. It 

may also contain a Toolbar next to the menu items where button-type icons are 

located. On the right-hand side of the MenuBar is the icon called the Soft Input Panel 

(SIP) where you can select from a soft Keyboard, Block Recognizer, Letter 

Recognizer or Transcriber. 

 

Resetting the Pocket PC 
During the operation of your Pocket PC, there may be occasions when you find that 

your Pocket PC  ñlocks upò causing you to lose control of the Pocket PC. In these 

cases, you need to do a ñsoft resetò of the Pocket PC. You will find that on all models 

of Pocket PC there is a tiny reset button that can only be activated by the tip of the 

stylus or by inserting a pin or the tip of a paper clip. This action will reset your 

Pocket PC and allow you to get back to Windows and your programs. Check your 

Pocket PC manual to see how you can ñsoft resetò your Pocket PC as the procedure 

varies from model to model and from brand to brand.  

 

NOTE:  There is also a ñhard resetò available on Pocket PCs but you need only use 

this feature on very rare occasions. This type of reset forces all of your programs and 

data to be lost, specifically those applications not initially provided by the 

manufacturer of the Pocket PC. Effectively, RAM memory is blanked out on a hard 

reset. 

 

Wireless Technology 
There are many models of Pocket PC now on the market, some without wireless 

technology and some with wireless technology. Currently, Pocket PCs offer two 

types of wireless communications ï Bluetooth and WiFi  (Wireless Fidelity, aka the 

802.11b or 802.11g specification).  These are often packaged in Pocket PCs as 
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Bluetooth only or both Bluetooth and WiFi. These technologies are both short-range, 

high-bandwidth wireless solutions. However, unlike mobile phones, they have a very 

limited range. WiFi has a maximum range of about 100 meters while Bluetooth has a 

maximum range of about 10 meters. Bluetooth is used to wirelessly connect to 

mobile phones, printers, headsets and other peripherals that also have Bluetooth 

capabilities. WiFi is the preference for connecting the Pocket PC to other computers 

or networks that also have wireless ñaccess pointsò or ñhot spotsò, as WiFi has a 

greater range. A number of retail outlets, like McDonalds and the Starbucks chains, 

are now ñwiringò their shops for WiFi so that customers with laptops and Pocket PCs 

can wirelessly access the Internet to check emails and browse the web while they are 

having a cup of coffee. 
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INSTALLING / REMO VING ASTRACADABRA  
 

Pocket PCs ï Technical Requirements 
Astracadabra is designed to operate on the Pocket PC type of handheld computer 

running the Windows Mobile operating system but NOT on the Palm or Palm Pilot 

type of handheld computer running the Palm operating system. 

 

A Pocket PC needs to have the Windows Mobile 5.0, Windows Mobile 2003 Second 

Edition, Windows Mobile 2003 or the earlier Pocket PC 2002 operating system 

installed and a CPU using Intelôs StrongARM or XScale processors (or equivalents). 

The Pocket PC also requires a minimum of 64Mb RAM in order to run Astracadabra 

safely with other programs. After installation, Astracadabra consumes close to 14Mb 

of RAM not including the storage of chart files. The bulk of this installation size is 

due the full ACS PC Atlas  - a large 9Mb. However, the convenience of this feature is 

well worth its size. 

 

To give you an idea of the number of charts Astracadabra can store and the amount of 

RAM they use, downloading 65 chart files from Solar Fire containing a total of 

nearly 2,500 charts consumes about 300kb of RAM.  For the technically minded, 

each chart record stored can vary in size but averages around 120 bytes (or 

characters). 

 

The Windows Mobile 5.0, Windows Mobile 2003 Second Edition and the Windows 

Mobile 2003 operating system, as well as the earlier Pocket PC 2002 operating 

system, incorporates automatic memory management. This means that if 

Astracadabra requires more RAM for calculating charts or reports, the operating 

system itself will automatically shut down any other running program to give more 

memory to Astracadabra. However, it has been noticed that even automatic memory 

management has its limits when many other programs are running with Astracadabra. 

Sometimes, Astracadabra and the Pocket PC can appear as if they are running more 

slowly than normal. This can be a sign of ñRAM cramò. 

 

Background to Installation 
Astracadabra has been designed to operate in Microsoftôs .NET Compact Framework 

environment on a Pocket PC and so during installation a check is performed to see 

whether the .NET Compact Framework exists on the Pocket PC and, if so, whether it 

is the latest version. The .NET Compact Framework is already installed on your 

Pocket PC if you have the Windows Mobile 5.0, Windows Mobile 2003 Second 

Edition or the Windows Mobile 2003 operating systems. 

 

If you have any version of Solar Fire on your desktop or laptop computer (main 

computer) then two additional programs will automatically be installed on your main 

computer to later enable Astracadabra to either convert and download your Solar Fire 

chart file collection or, if any charts are entered into Astracadabra on the Pocket PC, 
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to automatically upload them onto your main computer and convert them for later 

access by Solar Fire. The two supplementary programs also operate in the .NET 

Framework environment on your main computer and so during installation a check is 

performed to see whether the .NET Framework exists on that computer and, if so, 

determines whether it is the latest version. During installation, the Astracadabra 

Installer will scan your main computer to check whether Solar Fire is installed and, if 

so, determine what disk drive it is installed on. The Astracadabra Installer will install 

the two supplementary programs files onto the same drive as Solar Fire so that access 

to Solar Fire chart files can be achieved. 

 

The Astracadabra installation process incorporates the Microsoft Windows Installer 

technology such that all Astracadabra programs are stored inside a MSI file contained 

on the CD or the download version of Astracadabra. It is this Installer that controls 

the installation process and prompts and informs you of each step during installation. 

The Microsoft Windows Installer program is required to be on your computer at the 

start so when the installation process begins, there is also a check for its existence and 

its version. During the process of installation, you may be notified that your computer 

will need to perform a reboot.  

 

 

Installing  Astracadabra 

Preliminary Steps: 
 

1) ENSURE THAT YOUR POCKET PC IS CONNECTED TO YOUR 

MAIN COMPUTER  either via its cradle or cable. In addition, check that the 

Microsoft ActiveSync icon located in the ñsystem trayò of the Windows 

Desktop (near the system time at the bottom right of the screen) is GREEN in 

colour. If it is GREY then the connection to the Pocket PC has not been fully 

activated. 

2) ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE  THE CORRECT VERSION OF 

ACTIVESYNC . If your Pocket PC uses the Windows Mobile 5.0 (or later) 

operating system then you need to ensure that you have ActiveSync 4.1 (or 

later) installed on your main computer. If you have an earlier version of the 

Windows Mobile operating system then you need to ensure that you have 

ActiveSync 3.8 installed on your main computer. To check the version you 

have on your desktop or laptop computer, click on the Start button then click 

on the All Programs icon then click on the Microsoft ActiveSync menu item 

and you will see the standard ActiveSync screen. Click on the ñHelpò menu 

item then click on the ñAbout Microsoft ActiveSyncò menu item. Ensure that 

the top line on the resulting screen shows you either Version 4.1.0 (or later) or 

Version 3.8 (if you have an operating system earlier than Windows Mobile 

5.0). If your version is earlier than this then check your manuals for more 

details or log on to the Microsoft website to download the latest version at: 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/ and look for the correct version of 

ActiveSync. 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/
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The following steps are required to correctly install Astracadabra onto your main 

computer and your Pocket PC: 

 

a) On your main computer, ENSURE ALL PROGRAMS ARE CLOSED and 

that you are back at the Windows Desktop 

b) Ensure that your Pocket PC is connected to your main computer either via 

its cradle or cable and correctly communicating with your main computer by 

checking that the ActiveSync icon in the ñsystem trayò is coloured GREEN. 

Also, ensure that you are back to the Today screen on your Pocket PC. 

c) For the CD Version of Astracadabra: 
INSERT THE ASTRACADABRA CD INTO THE CD-ROM DRIVE on 

your main computer and wait for about 30 seconds while the CD spins up. 

There is an AutoRun feature on the CD that will automatically launch the 

Setup program on the CD. 

For the Download Version of Astracadabra: 

Once you have access to the Internet website where the download version of 

Astracadabra resides, click on the link and you will most likely see a screen 

titled ñFile Download ï Security Warningò that has three buttons on it: Run, 

Save, Cancel. The most convenient button to click on here is the Run button 

as it allows to you download Astracadabra and then launches the Setup 

program of Astracadabra. 

d) After the Setup program has been launched, the installation process begins and, 

at this point, a check is done for the Microsoft Windows Installer program and 

the Microsoft .NET Framework program on your main computer if they are not 

already installed or not up to the latest version. It is at this stage a reboot of 

your main computer may be performed. If the reboot does occur with your 

main computer, you will need to restart the installation sequence again from 

step a) above. However, for computers that have the Microsoft Windows 

Installer and the Microsoft .NET Framework already installed, the next thing 

you will see is the Astracadabra Welcome screen. When you have read the 

information, click on the Next button.  

e) You will now see the Astracadabra Confirmation screen. After reading the 

information, click on the Next button. 

f) Astracadabra will begin to install automatically on both your main 

computer as well as the Pocket PC. You will notice there will be a screen 

where the progress bar is very near the end but it may not seem to be doing 

anything for quite a while. During this pause, if the .NET Compact Framework 

needs to be updated on the Pocket PC, you may notice a message on the Pocket 

PC screen ï [Confirm File Replace, The file ñ\Windows\mscoree.dllò is 

hidden, read-only, or a system file.] If you see this message, simply tap the 

ñYes To Allò button. Once the .NET Compact Framework has been installed 

and is the latest version, you will not see this screen. 

g) NOTE:  If you do not see the .NET Replace message (the step above), you will 

notice a pause in activity on your main computerôs progress bar. This part of 
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the procedure takes about three minutes or so to complete if a USB port 

connection is used to the Pocket PC or about twelve minutes or so if a serial 

port is used. The Astracadabra program package is 16Mb in size and therefore 

takes a little time to download to the Pocket PC. Also, during this period, the 

Pocket PC is checked to see if it has the .NET Compact Framework already 

installed and, if so, whether it is the latest version. The .NET Compact 

Framework may be downloaded during this pause when you may not see 

anything actually occurring. 

h) For Pocket PCs with Windows Mobile 5.0 (or later):  

After a few minutes, you will then see the Microsoft ActiveSync screen 

ñAdd/Remove Programsò pop up on your main computer and see the 

progress bar as this process downloads Astracadabra to your Pocket PC. 

When this is completed, you will then see some activity on your Pocket PC. 

You will most likely see a warning screen (reddish in colour) indicating that 

Astracadabra is from an ñunknown publisherò ï just tap on the ñYesò button 

at the bottom of the screen to proceed. On the next screen, you get the 

opportunity to select to install Astracadabra onto your Deviceôs main 

memory or onto a removable memory card, ñ\SD Cardò is an example, if you 

have one installed. Tap on your choice of location and tap on the ñInstallò 

button at the bottom of the screen and the installation process will proceed. 

When it is completed, another screen pops up indicating that it has been 

successfully installed ï just tap on the ñokò button on the top right-hand 

corner of the screen. Back on your main computer, you will see an 

ñApplication Downloading Completeò message ï just click on the ñOKò 

button. You will also see an ñInstallation Completeò screen ï just click on the 

ñCloseò button. 

For Pocket PCs with Windows Mobile 2003 Second Edition (or earlier): 

After about three minutes or so (or twelve minutes or so in the case of a serial 

port), you will see some activity on the Pocket PC itself as it begins to install 

the Astracadabra automatically. At the same time, an ñInstallation 

Completeò screen will be displaying on your main computer indicating 

that it has finished. When you see the Pocket PCôs activity completed (it 

goes back to the Today screen), just click on the Close button on your 

main computer. 

i) At this point, the Astracadabra program has fully installed onto both your main 

computer and the Pocket PC. The only difference you will notice on your main 

computerôs Windows Desktop screen is a new icon ï ñCopy Charts to 

Astracadabraò.  

j) On the Pocket PC, tap on Start at the top of the screen. If you previously 

had less than 7 items on the Start menu for Windows Mobile 5.0 (or later) or 9 

items on the Start menu for Windows Mobile 2003 (or earlier) then you should 

now see Astracadabra as a new item. Tap on it to start it up. If you previously 

had the maximum of 7 (or 9) items on the Start menu then you will need to 

tap on the Programs menu item, locate the Astracadabra icon and tap on 

it to start it up . 
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k) Since this is a new installation of Astracadabra, the first thing you will see is 

the End User License Agreement (EULA) screen. After reading that 

information and if you agree to the terms then tap on the Accept button 

otherwise tap on the Decline button to abort. 

l) If the EULA is accepted then 

Astracadabra will start up in Trial 

Version mode. This mode allows you 

access, for 7 DAYS, to all of the 

features of Astracadabra except the 

ability to Save charts or to Edit or Copy 

& Edit a chart. Each time you start up 

Astracadabra in trial version mode, you 

will be prompted with the number of 

days left in the 7-day trial period, the 

Serial Number as well as whether you 

wish to register the program. If you do 

not register Astracadabra before the 7-

day trial period expires, the program 

will only display the Registration 

screen when started up. No access will 

be given to any other part of the 

program. 

m) During either the Trial mode or the fully registered mode of Astracadabra, it is 

recommended that you enter your local city or town as your Home setting 

particularly for the calculation of the current transiting Ascendant or Mc. To do 

this tap on the Tools menu item at the bottom of the screen, then tap the 

Options menu item, and then scroll across the tabs to the Home tab to enter 

your Home information. The ACS PC Atlas will automatically perform a 

lookup, if that is your requirement. 

n) Once your Home has been entered, simply tap the ñokò button at the top right 

corner of the screen to return to the main screen of Astracadabra. Alternatively, 

you can tap the OK  button near the bottom of that screen to make any other 

Option changes.  

o) REGISTRATION:  To register Astracadabra in order to give you full access to 

all of the programôs features, you first need to start up Astracadabra then tap on 

the Yes button when prompted whether you wish to register the program now.  

p) THE NEXT SCREEN WILL  NOW SHOW YOU THE POCKET PCôS 

SERIAL NUMBER . MAKE A NOTE OF THE  NUMBER THAT IS 

DISPLAYED ON YOUR POCKET PC AND THEN CONTACT YOU R 

DISTRIBUTOR FOR THE RELEVANT PASSWORD IF YOU HAVE 

NOT ALREADY RECEIVED  YOUR FULL REGISTRATI ON 

DETAILS.  Tap the Abort button if you need time to make contact and receive 

your password. If you now have your password then proceed to the next step. 

q) Tap or write in your registered name then tap on the ENTER key on the Soft 

Input Panel (SIP) and the cursor will move to the Password entry field, 
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skipping over the Serial Number which is already filled with the Pocket PCôs 

Device ID. NOTE:  If you are using the soft keyboard of the Pocket PC for 

entering the password, you will notice the CAP key temporarily removes the 

numbers across the top of the keyboard. For correct password entry, you may 

need to alternate between numbers and capital letters by tapping the CAP key. 

r) Once the password has been entered, then tap on the OK  button. The entries 

you have made at this point are verified and if not correct, you will see a 

message indicating the error and that you should ñtry againò and when it is 

cleared, you will return to the Opened tab of the program allowing you to try 

again or continue with the 7-day Trial period. If the details you have entered 

are correct then you will return to the Astracadabra program and you will then 

see the Save button displayed on the Opened tab. In addition, you will now see 

both the Edité and Copy & Edité menu items activated on the Chart  menu 

item. 
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Removing Astracadabra 
The following steps are required to correctly remove Astracadabra from your main 

computer and your Pocket PC.  

 

For Pocket PCs with Windows Mobile 5.0 (or later):  

a) On your main computer, ensure all programs are closed and that you are back 

at the Windows Desktop 

b) Ensure that your Pocket PC is connected to your main computer either via its 

cradle or cable and correctly communicating with your main computer. Also, 

ensure that you are back to the Today screen on your Pocket PC 

c) On your main computer, click on the Start button then click on the All 

Programs then locate and click on Microsoft ActiveSync. This action will 

start up the Microsoft ActiveSync screen. 

d) Click on the Tools menu item then click on the Add/Remove Programs menu 

item. You should now see a list of installed programs on your Pocket PC.  

e) Locate the Astracadabra 2004 Astracadabra item and click on the checkbox 

to remove the tick mark. Now click on the Remove button on that screen. This 

process removes Astracadabra from your Pocket PC.  

f) We now need to remove the extra programs on your main computer by 

performing the next steps. On your main computer, click the Start button then 

click the Control Panel menu item to get to the Control Panel screen, if you 

have Microsoft Windows XP or Microsoft Windows 2000. (On earlier versions 

of Windows, you need to double-click the ñMy Computerò icon on the Desktop 

then double-click the Control Panel icon to get to the Control Panel.) 

g) Double-click the ñAdd or Remove Programsò item and you will see a list of 

installed programs on your computer. Scroll down and locate the Astracadabra 

entry and click it once only to highlight it. Now, click the Remove button (or 

Add/Remove button on earlier versions of Windows) and confirm its removal 

by clicking on the ñYesò button to begin the removal process. 

h) Once the removal process has begun, you will see some progress bar activity 

and then it will return to the Astracadabra entry. Wait a moment and you will 

then see that the Astracadabra entry will disappear from the list and it is likely 

that the previous entry will now be highlighted.  

i) Close all windows by clicking on the X button at the top right of each window 

and return to the Windows Desktop screen. Astracadabra will now be fully 

removed from both your main computer and from your Pocket PC. 

 

For Pocket PCs with Windows Mobile 2003 Second Edition (or earlier): 

a) On your main computer, ensure all programs are closed and that you are back 

at the Windows Desktop 

b) Ensure that your Pocket PC is connected to your main computer either via its 

cradle or cable and correctly communicating with your main computer. Also, 

ensure that you are back to the Today screen on your Pocket PC 

c) On your main computer, click the Start button then click the Control Panel 

menu item to get to the Control Panel screen, if you have Microsoft Windows 



12 
 

XP or Microsoft Windows 2000. (On earlier versions of Windows, you need to 

double-click the ñMy Computerò icon on the Desktop then double-click the 

Control Panel icon to get to the Control Panel.) 

d) Double-click the ñAdd or Remove Programsò item and you will see a list of 

installed programs on your computer. Scroll down and locate the Astracadabra 

entry and click it once only to highlight it. Now, click the Remove button (or 

Add/Remove button on earlier versions of Windows) and confirm its removal 

by clicking on the ñYesò button to begin the removal process. 

e) Once the removal process has begun, you will see some progress bar activity 

and then it will return to the Astracadabra entry. Wait a moment and you will 

then see that the Astracadabra entry will disappear from the list and it is likely 

that the previous entry will now be highlighted.  

f) Close all windows by clicking on the X button at the top right of each window 

and return to the Windows Desktop screen. Astracadabra will now be fully 

removed from both your main computer and from your Pocket PC. 
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GETTING STARTED : 

A GUIDED TOUR OF ASTRACADABRA  
One of the best ways to quickly become familiar with a new piece of software is to be 

able to take a tour though the various features it has using an example chart. The 

following paragraphs will enable you to do just that but first there are one or two 

preliminary steps. 

 

 

Main Menus 
Perhaps a good start to this tour is to become familiar with the main two menus of 

Astracadabra. The screenshots give you an idea of the main menu structure where 

you can gain access to different parts of the program. A number of these menu items 

will be used in this tour. 

 

            
 
NOTE:  If your Pocket PC is using the Windows Mobile 5.0 (or later) operating 

system then you will not see the Move Astracadabraé menu item, as this feature is 

now part of the installation options. 
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Home Setting 
After having installed Astracadabra, one of 

the first things you should do is to change the 

Home setting ï the city or town that you want 

to use for your current transits. After starting 

up Astracadabra, tap on the Tools menu item 

then tap on the Options menu item. Using the 

right-pointing arrow on the right of the tabs, 

tap on it a few times until you see a tab called 

Home. Tap on that tab and enter your 

particular Place and Country that you want to 

use as your default Home. The ACS PC Atlas 

is handy for you here in that it will 

automatically locate your city or town and add 

the Timezone, Latitude and Longitude for 

you. Alternatively, if your particular city or 

town is not found in the ACS PC Atlas, you 

can tap on the ñAuto lookupò checkbox 

making the tick disappear and then manually 

enter you particular city or town, including you Timezone, Latitude and Longitude. 

Removing the tick first prevents automatic lookup. 

 

Once you have entered your city or town, simply tap on the ñokò button at the top 

right of your screen to return to Astracadabra, specifically to the Opened Chart List 

where you will see the current transit entry. 
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To Enter a New Chart 
Tap on the Chart  menu item then tap on the Newé menu item. You will now see the 

New Entry screen where the entries are loaded with the current transit details for your 

new Home setting. For the name, tap in ñJenny 

Johnsonò (not including the quotes) then the 

tap the ENTER key on the keyboard, located at 

the bottom of the screen. The highlight will 

now move to the Date entry.  Next, tap in 

ñ6.11.82ò (not including the quotes) then tap on 

the ENTER key and the display for the date 

will change to 6 Nov 1982, its standard output 

for a date. For the Time entry tap in ñ10.15ò 

(not including the quotes) then tap on the 

ENTER key and the Time entry will change to 

ñ10:15 amò. Note: If you wanted to enter a 

night birth, simply tap in ñ10.15pò (not 

including the quotes). This will automatically 

change to ñ10:15 pmò. So, for day births, you 

do not need to enter ñaò or ñamò and for night 

births then you only need to enter ñpò for òpmò 

or, if you like, the full ñpmò or ñamò is also 

acceptable. Next, for the Place tap in ñBathò then tap on the ENTER key then tap in 

ñUKò for the Country then tap on the ENTER key. The ACS PC Atlas will 

automatically load in UT +00:00 for the Timezone and 51N23 for the Latitude and 

002W22 for the Longitude. 

 

The ñNò button is the Now button - it loads the 

current date and time from the Pocket PC. The 

ñHò button is the Home button ï it loads the 

default Home, located in Tools / Options, 

previously set by you. The ñXò button is 

simply used to Exit or Abort  the entry. The 

ñ>ò button is the ñNext Screenò button where 

you can change the chartôs default 

Classification, House System and Zodiac. 

 

For now, just tap on the OK  button and you 

will next see the natal chart for Jenny Johnson 

displayed.  

 

Chart Control Centre  
This screen is your main chart control centre 

for viewing other charts associated with this chart or for viewing Aspects or Reports.  

 

To View Aspect Lines and Use the Aspect Toolbar 
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To view aspect lines on screen, simply tap on 

the Aspect button (trine symbol) located on 

the toolbar at the bottom of the screen. You 

will see a black square surrounding the button 

indicating that it is depressed. Tap it again to 

restore the screen if you wish. When the 

aspect lines are displaying in the middle of the 

chart, sometimes it will look a bit cluttered if 

there are too many lines. You can examine 

one or more aspect type by tapping on the 

Aspect Toolbar button, the one to the right of 

the Aspect button (trine symbol). This will 

display a toolbar displaying each of the 

aspects as a separate button. These aspect 

buttons are colour-coded as either Green 

(selected) or Red (unselected). You can tap on 

various combinations of these buttons to more 

closely inspect each aspect type, see the 

screen showing a display of trines only. Once you have tapped one or more aspect 

buttons, you then you need to tap the ñSò button on the Aspect Toolbar to Set the 

screen. While the Aspect Toolbar is displaying, all other parts of the screen are 

disabled. When you are finished with the Aspect Toolbar, tap the ñXò button on the 

Aspect Toolbar to exit this feature. All of the aspects previously displayed are now 

restored. 

 


